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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 
1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1. 17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 8/18/05 has been entered. 

DETAILED ACTION 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 21, 30, 29 and 38, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Cerwall et al (US006868277B1). 

Per claim 21 and 30, Cerwall discloses a resource allocation method for a base station to 
allocate a new radio resource to a link between the base station and a requesting mobile station in 
a cell site of the base station (figure 1), comprising the steps of: causing the base station to detect 
use-state information of radio resources in the cell site of the base station of concern and in 
respective cell sites of neighboring base stations and priority information of mobile stations 
using the same radio resource of both the base station of concern and neighboring base stations 
by accessing an external radio resource management table (see figure 4b, column 9 and line 58- 
column 1 1 and line 10); 



Application/Control Number: 10/020,926 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2682 

causing the base station to determine whether an up/down link data transmission related 
to the non-allocated radio resource in the cell site of the base station of concern is the same as a 
direction of link data transmission related to an allocated radio resource in one of the cell sites of 
the neighboring base stations(column 2 and lines 17-28); and causing the base station to allocate 
a new radio resource to the link between the base station of concern and the requesting mobile 
station based on both the use-state information and the priority information in said detecting step 
and a result of the determination in said determining step(column 2 and lines 45-58). 

Per claims 29 and 38, Cerwall further teaches that wherein respective identifications of 
the neighboring base stations are predetermined and recorded, in advance, in the base station of 
concern (see figure 4(b), column 1 1 and lines 12-37). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 22-28, and 31-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Cerwall (US006868277B1) in view of Bhatia et al (US0061 12101 A). 

Per claims 22 and 31, Cerwall further teaches causing the base station to determine whether 
allocation of the non-allocated radio resource in the cell site of the base station of concern to the 
link is possible (figure 4 and item 440). Cerwall doesn't teach the steps of causing the base 
station to determine whether a level of priority of the requesting mobile station is higher than a 
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level of priority of each of the mobile stations using the radio resources allocated. Bhatia 
discloses the steps of causing the base station to determine whether a level of priority of the 
requesting mobile station is higher than a level of priority of each of the mobile stations using the 
radio resources allocated (see column 2 and lines 38-64). It would have been obvious to one 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of Bhatia 
with CerwalPs system such that the traffic resources will be used more efficiently at a reduced 
cost to the mobile subscriber. 

Per claims 23 and 32, Bhatia further teaches that a radio network controller maintains a radio 
resource management table, and, in said detecting step, the base station of concern detects the 
use-state information and the priority information from the radio resource management table of 
the radio network controller by sending an inquiry from the base station of concern to the radio 
network controller (see figure 3 and 4, column 4 and lines 9-55). 

Per claims 24 and 33, Bhatia further teaches that a radio network controller maintains a radio 
resource management table, and, when the radio resource allocation and radio resource releasing 
are performed, the base station of concern transmits a radio resource notification to the radio 
network controller so that the radio resource management table is updated (see column 4 and 
lines 23-33). 

Per claims 25, 26 and 34, 35, Bhatia further teaches that each of the base station of concern and 
the neighboring base stations maintains the use-state information of that base station and the 
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priority information of the mobile stations related to that base station, and, in said detecting step, 
the base station of concern detects the use-state information and the priority information from the 
respective neighboring base stations by sending an inquiry from the base station of concern to 
each of the respective neighboring base stations, when transmitting the inquiry the use-station 
information or the priority information between the base station of concern and each of the 
neighboring base stations, a dedicated radio channel is used as a path of the data transmission 
(see figure 3 and 4 and column 4 and lines 9-41). 

Per claims 27, 28 and 36, 37, Bhatia further teaches that wherein each of the base station of 
concern and the neighboring base stations maintains the use-state information of that base station 
and the priority information of the mobile stations related to that base station, and, when an 
inquiry from one of the neighboring base stations is received at the base station of concern, the 
base station of concern transmits to said one of the neighboring base stations the use-state 
information and the priority information both related to the base station of concern, when 
transmitting the use-station information or the priority information between the base station of 
concern and said one of the neighboring base stations, a dedicated radio channel is used as a path 
of the data transmission (see figure 3 and 4 and column 4 and lines 9-41). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yuwen Pan whose telephone number is 571-272-7855. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8-5 M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nick Corsaro can be reached on 571-272-7876. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




